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elements of the Eucharist, it is ordered by the Church of England that " when there is a Communion, the priest shall then place upon the table so much bread and wine as he shall think sufficient:" 77iera,that is,after the offertory, and after presenting the basin with the alms. Thus a rubric being added to our Liturgy at the last review, at the same time with the word " oblations," in the prayer following, it is clearly evident, as Bishop Patrick has observed, that by that word are to be understood the elements of bread and wine, which the priest is to offer solemnly to GOD, as an acknowledgment of His sovereignty over His creatures, and that from thenceforth they might become properly and peculiarly His. For in all the Jewish sacrifices, of which the people were partakers, the viands or materials of the feast were first made GOB'S by a solemn oblation, and then afterwards eaten by the communicants, not as man's but as GOD'S provision, who, by thus entertaining them at His own table, declared HIMSELF reconciled, and again in covenant with them.-And therefore our Blessed SATIO u R, when he instituted the new sacrifice of His own Body and Blood, first, gave thanks and blessed the elements; that is, offered them up to GOD as LORD of the creatures, as the most ancient Fathers expound that passage: who for that reason, whenever they celebrated the Holy Eucharist, always offered the bread and wine for the Communion to GOD, upon the altar, by this or some short ejaculation ; "LoRD, we offer THEE THINE own out of what THOU hast bountifully given us." After which they received them, as it were, from HIM again, in order to convert them into the sacred banquet of the Body and Blood of His dear SON. In the ancient Church they had generally a side-table near the altar, upon which the elements were laid till the first part of the Communion Service was over.. Now, though we have not always a side-table, and there is no express provision for one made in the Church of England, yet in the first Common Prayer-Book of King Edward the Sixth, the priest himself was ordered, in this place to set both bread and wine upon the altar; but at the review, in 1551, this, and several other pious usages, were thrown out in condescension to ultra-Protestant super-is 2